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Assessing w riting in the National Assessment 
Program  

The writing task  

Students in Years 3 and 5 are presented with one of a pair of topics and students in Years 7 and 9 are 
presented with one of another pair of topics. The administration of the writing topics employs closely 
scripted scaffolding. The scaffolding is identical  for all year groups. The directions on the writing stimulus 
page are read aloud to all students. The prompt includes images which can support students in crafting 
their response. Students have 5 minutes to plan, 30 minutes to write and 5 minutes to edit. The 
scaffolding is:  

You can use [an idea] on this page OR you can use your own. 

Think about: 

ǒ the characters and where they are 

ǒ the complication or the problem to be solved  

ǒ how the story will end. 

Remember to: 

ǒ plan your story before you start 

ǒ choose your words carefully 

ǒ write in sentences 

ǒ pay attention to your spelling, punctuation and paragraphs 

ǒ check and edit your writing. 

 

Definition  

The following definition of the social purposes of the narrative has shaped the development of the criteria. 
It has also shaped the delineation of the essential structural components required for the task.  

A narrative is a time-ordered text that is used to narrate events and to engage, entertain and 
emotionally move an audience. Other social purposes of narrative writing may be to inform, to 
persuade and to socialise. The main structural components of a narrative are the orientation, the 
complication and the resolution. Essential features of a narrative are the representation and 
development of character(s) and setting.  
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Criteria  
 

The ten criteria assessed in the writing task and their skills focus and score range are:  

 

 Criterion  Score 
range 

Skill focus  

1 Audience  0-6 Uif!xsjufsǃt!dbqbdjuz!up!psjfou-!fohbhf!boe!bggfdu!uif!sfbefs 

2 Text 
structure  

0-4 The organisation of narrative features including orientation, 
complication and resolution into an appropriate and effective 
text structure  

3 Ideas 0-5 The creation, selection and crafting of ideas for a narrative  

4 Character 
and setting  

0-4 Character: the portrayal and development of character 

Setting: the development of a sense of place, time and 
atmosphere 

5 Vocabulary 0-5 The range and precision of language choices 

6 Cohesion 0-4 The control of multiple threads and relationships over the whole 
text, achieved through the use of referring words, substitutions, 
word associations and text connectives 

7 Paragraphs 0-2 The segmenting of text into paragraphs that assists the reader to 
negotiate the narrative 

8 Sentence 
structure  

0-6 The production of grammatically correct, structurally sound and 
meaningful sentences 

9 Punctuation  0-5 The use of correct and appropriate punctuation to aid reading of 
the text 

10 Spelling 0-6 The accuracy of spelling and the difficulty of the words used  
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Using this marking guide  

Each assessment criterion is displayed on a separate page. The top of each page shows the criterion 
number and name. The skill focus defines the underlying skill being assessed. 

Each score category has a category descriptor. The category descriptor is a broad statement describing 
the particular skill. This is an overarching statement that should be used to make the judgement.  

Additional information is included to help shape the judgement. This information is not an exhaustive list. 
Sbuifs-!ju!jt!joejdbujwf!pg!gfbuvsft!uibu!nbz!cf!qsftfou!jo!tuvefoutǃ!xsjujoh!bu!uibu!tdpsf!dbufhpsz/ 

Notes at the bottom of the page provide clarifying detail where necessary.  

Sample scripts which exemplify the standard for a particular score are listed. The number in brackets is 
the page reference.  

The sample scripts and annotations that support category scores follow the assessment criteria. The 
annotations describe how the marking criteria have been applied. Together, the criteria, the sample scripts 
and their annotations are the means by which consistent marker judgements are made. All are equally 
important to the marking process.  

A glossary of terms used in the rubric is provided after the sample scripts.  

A list of spelling words is included at the back of the guide. This list should be used in conjunction with the 
additional information in the spelling  criterion on page 15. The list is not exhaustive.  

Teacher read-aloud text during test administration  

Before beginning the writing test, all students are given a coloured writing test stimulus sheet and are read 
the following instructions:  

You need to write about the topic or idea on the stimulus page. 

The stimulus page also tells you what kind of text to write.  

I will read the page for you. Follow the words while I read it to you. 

Before you write, there will be time to do some planning on your planning page. You might like to use 
a diagram, write down your main ideas or key words, or you might like to plan by just thinking about 
what you will write.  

Choose the kind of planning that helps you to organise your ideas. 

Use the dot points on the Writing stimulus page to help you. 

Remember, the stimulus page may have words or pictures to help you think of ideas for the topic. 
You do not have to use all or any of these ideas. You may use your own ideas, as long as you write 
about the topic on the page.  

You have five minutes planning time. Use your blank sheet of paper for planning. The planning page 
will not be marked but it will be collected.  
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Annotated exemplars  

Role-play writer  

 

  

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 0 Writing consists of symbols or drawings with the intention of 
conveying meaning. 

2. Text structure  0 Writing contains no evidence of any structural components of a 
time-sequenced text. 

3. Ideas 0 Cannot be read. 

4. Character/setting  0 Cannot be read. 

5. Vocabulary 0 No discernible words. 

6. Cohesion 0 Cannot be read. 

7. Paragraphing 0 No paragraphing. 

8. Sentence structure  0 Cannot be read. 

9. Punctuation  0 No punctuation marks. Mostly capital letters.  

10. Spelling 0 Uses letters but no conventional spelling can be discerned. 
Possibly a string of initial sounds, but decoding is not possible.  
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Dungaun 

 

  

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 1 Writing conveys some simple written content.  

2. Text structure  1 Very weak sense of narrative structure. I got out the dungaun 
gives some feeling of escape.  

Elements of recount;!J!xfou!Ǎ!J!xfou!Ǎ  

3. Ideas 1 Ideas are unrelated. The story begins with bones in a dungeon, 
followed by a tangential shift to fishing.  

4. Character/setting  1 Character and setting only named: uncle, dungaun. 

5. Vocabulary 1 Writing contains a limited number of simple and everyday 
content words: got, see, home, head, bone, fishing, dungeon, 
uncle. 

6. Cohesion 1 Basic pronouns used correctly: I, my. Often confusing for the 
reader. Needs significant re-reading to make sense. 

7. Paragraphing 0 A block of text with random spacing.  

8. Sentence structure  1 Some meaning can be construed. 

Shows some evidence of basic sentence construction : I see a 
bone in the dungaun; as well as some incomplete sentences: I 
got out the dungaun. 

9. Punctuation  0 No evidence. An ambiguous mark at the end. 

10. Spelling 1 Few examples of mostly simple  words: in, a, I, out, the, my, went, 
got, and, see 

Errors: bown, dungaun, houm, wiv, hed 

Some words cannot be clearly interpreted: seeord, seidre 
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the casel 
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My Story 
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My Story  

One time a long long a go a girl named Suga, Cristal, water wanted to find 
some tresher so one night the three girls went off looking for some tresher 
they took a boat of cores then they found this forbiden island they sore a 
piret ship then they ran off and sat behind a tree they said theres tresher hi 
Jlopx!uifsf!jt/!ǆsfbmmz!tbje!TvhbǇ/!ǆ!J!ipqf!tp!tbje!dsjtubm/Ǉ!cvu!xibu!bsf!xf!
hpjoh!up!tmffq!jo!@!ǆepoǃu!xpssjf!Jn!tipsf!xjmm!gjoe!tpnfuijoh"!uifo!tvooemz!b!
house poped in fronit of them and in Side there was a pess of the map they 
Got all of them they could not belive it they foled them and they found the 
tresher they could not belive it they went home the next day and they werer 
rich all of there Life   the end  

  





 

NAPLAN Writing Narrative marking guide  Page | 26 

Living dead 

 

Living dead  

Sudnley mum crases into a barer. We are all ok but the enjin wont start. A 
Person named Jim comes out of some trees. Hi every body what hapened. 
We smashed into this wall. To bad want to come stay in my loge. Thank s 
Jim. Later that night we hear a noise. Our hole family gos out side and we 
see the living dead. pushing out of there graves.  

they surond us and they riped us lim from lim. Blood was every where and 
there eatting our bodies   
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Living dead  

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 2 Shows basic awareness of audience by recounting a simple 
story with some description. Does not clearly establish a 
context. Describes some characters and places. 

2. Text structure  2 Missing a usual story beginning. 

Has a complication with some development.  

3. Ideas 2 Ideas are few ƿ crash, stay in lodge, living dead attack the 
family.  

4. Character/setting  2 Setting and characters are named: trees, lodge, we, family, Jim, 
living dead. 

Jim appears friendly: Hi everyone, what happened? Description 
of place: comes out of some trees 

5. Vocabulary 2 A few precise examples used: ripped us limb from limb, 
surround, pushing out of their graves. 

6. Cohesion 2 Minimal use of connectives. Text is stilted.  

7. Paragraphing 0 Paragraph breaks are random. Like ideas are separated by  a 
break but no break used to separate new idea. 

8. Sentence structure  2 Most simple sentences are correct. Lack of verb control: they 
tvsspvoe!vt!boe!uifz!sjqqfe!vt!Ǎ!Cmppe!xbt!fwfszxifsf!boe!
uifzǃsf!fbujoh!pvs!cpejft 

9. Punctuation  2 Jim is correctly capitalised, but there is a stray capital on 
Person. Missing capitals and full stops in the last paragraph but 
many sentences are correctly punctuated. The full stop before 
Pushing is incorrect.  

10. Spelling 2 Common correct : xpoǃu-!tubsu-!qfstpo-!obnfe-!dpnft-!tpnf-!
everybody, what, smashed, want, come, thanks, later, might, hear, 
noise, family, out side, living, dead, pushing, graves, they, blood, 
everywhere, bodies 

Common errors :  Sudnley, crases, hapened, to (too), loge, hole 
(whole), gos, there (uifjs-!uifzǃsf), riped, lim, eatting 

Difficult errors:  barer, enjin, surond 
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Woodern box 

 

Woodern box  

One night I was laying down in bed and I fell asleep when I woke up I was 
opu!jo!nz!cfe!boz!npsf!J!xbtoǃu!fwfo!Jo!nz!sppn!boz!npsf/!J!xbt!jo!b!mjuumf!
woodern box. It was so small I could move bspvoe!b!mjuumf!cju!cvu!J!dpvmeoǃu!
tuboe!vq!J!mpple!bspvoe!gps!b!hbq!ps!b!epps!cvu!dpvmeoǃu!gjoe!po!uifjs!xbt!
nailes sticking out of the bottem so I had to be carful were I steped I ramed 
the side trying to get it open but it did not work I stop for a wile  and notised 
tpnuijoh!xfjse!J!bn!dptusbgpcjd!cvu!J!ejefoǃu!gffm!tjy!uifo!J!tbu!epxo!po!b!
objm!boe!Ju!ejeeoǃu!ivsu!uifo!J!xplf!vq!boe!ju!xbt!kvtu!b!esffn/  
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One sunny morning 
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One sunny morning  

One sunny moring my mum and I were cleaning out the shed, then my mum got a call from work 
boe!offefe!up!hp-!tif!tbje!up!nf!ǆdbo!zpv!qmfbtf!tubz!boe!dmfbo!uif!tife@Ǉ!ǆzft!nvnǇ!J!said 
ǆep!zpv!xbou!b!gsjfoe!up!dpnf!pwfs@Ǉ!tif!tbje!ǆpl!Jǃmm!hp!dbmm!Iboobi!up!tff!jg!tif!dbo!dpnf!
pwfs/Ǉ!Tp!nz!nvn!mfgu!boe!iboobi!dbnf!pwfs-!xf!xfsf!dmfbojoh!voujmm!iboobi!tbje!ǆXbut!jo!uijt!
mjuumf!sfe!cpy@Ǉ!J!tbje!ǆPqfo!ju!boe!gjoe!pvu/Ǉ!ǆPLǇ!tbje!iboobi so hannah opened the box all of a 
tveefo!xf!ibe!hpme!boe!tjmwfs!fwfsz!xifsf"!Cvu!uifo!xf!ifse!b!cjh!ǆCBOHǇ!xf!tupqfe!boe!
mpplfe!bu!fbdi!puifs!uifo!pvu!pg!opxifsf!dbnf!b!cjh!cvmmz!boe!uif!cvmmz!tbje!ǆHjwf!nf!zpvs!hpme!
boe!tjmwfs!opx"Ǉ!ǆOpǇ!tbje!iboobi!ǆjuǃt!pvst!boe!zpvs!opu!ibwjoh!ju!tp!hp!bxbz"Ǉ!Cvu!uif!cvmmz!
ejeoǃu!mjlf!uibu!bu!bmm/!tp!tif!uppl!ju!bmm!boe!sbo!pgg!ǆbgufs!ifs"Ǉ!tbje!iboobi!tp!xf!sbo!bt!gbtu!bt!xf!
could, and hannah opened the box again and then we had jet packs! Hannah said this box is 
magid"Ǉ!DppmǇ!J!tbje!uifo!xf!dbvhiu!uif!cvmmz!boe!hpu!pvs!hpme!boe!tjmwfs!cbdl!uifo!xifo!xf!hpu!
home I opened the box and everything was back to normal.                             

THE END 

 

One sunny morning  

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 3 A solid and complete story that provides enough contextual 
information to follow easily. Does not have the attempts at 
engagement necessary for category 4. 

2. Text structure  2 Complete narrative with very weak ending. 

3. Ideas 3 Ideas have some development and relate coherently to a 
storyline ƿ finding box of gold, being robbed, the chase, jet packs, 
retrieving the box. 

4. Character/setting  2 Some suggestion of character through interaction with the bully.  

5. Vocabulary 2 Simple everyday words and word groups: Little red box, out of 
nowhere, jet packs, sunny morning 

6. Cohesion 2 Basic linking of the ideas through the noun/pronoun referencing. 
Uses a restricted range of conjunctions so )tp!Iboobi!tbjeǍ!tp!
Iboobi!pqfofe!Ǎ*-!uifo!)uifo!nz!nvn!Ǎ-!boe!uifo!xf!Ǎ-!uifo!xf!
dbvhiu!Ǎ!cvu!uifo!Ǎ*/ 

7. Paragraphing 0 No paragraphs are indicated. 

8. Sentence structure  3 Simple and compound sentences correct, though there is some 
over-vtf!pg!ǂboeǃ!upxbset!uif!foe/!Fopvhi!dpssfdu!vtf!pg!dpnqmfy!
sentences for category 3. 

9. Punctuation  2 Some correct sentence punctuation. Speech marks, question 
mark and contractions applied correctly.  

10. Spelling 3 Most common words are spelled correctly.  

Common errors:  moring, herd (heard), stoped 
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October 16, 1981 
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October 16, 1981 

 

 



 

NAPLAN Writing Narrative marking guide  Page | 34 

October 16, 1981   

On October the 16th 1981 there was a boy named Zac, he went out to the 
beach on a windy day to have  a surf. When he went surfing there was a 
huge wave, that  he was surfing on. The wave knocked him of his surf board 
and Zac had lost his surf board. The wave drifted him out further and 
further till there was no one. Zac was getting really really tierd he could not 
keep his self up above the water. He had been out there for a long time.  

3 hrs later he heard a motor boat getting close, he was to tierd to keep his 
self up and wave to them.  

About 3 mins later the life gaurds found him floating above the water he 
had fainted. The life gaurds got him in to the boat and took him back to 
shore.  

When the life gaurds got back to shore they revived him and they asked him 
what his name was, were he came from and what was he doing out surfing 
on a day like this. (A windy day)  

[bd!dpvme!opu!sfnfncfs!xiz!if!xfou!tvsgjoh-!if!dpvmeǃou!sfnfncfs!xfsf!
if!dbnf!gspn!uifz!bmtp!btlfe!ijn!xibu!uif!ebuf!xbt!if!dpvmeǃou!sfnfncfs!
that either all he could remember was his name.  

The life gaurds closed the beach for the rest of the day and took Zac to the 
doctor to see what had happened.  

When they got to the doctor he had an x-ray on his head.  The results came 
up that he had knocked his head and fracked his head. Zac had a bit of 
Damage to his head for a while but all was good.  

Zac got bac to his family and only went to the beach on safe days.  

PS: Zac is know recoving from the injury.  
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October 16, 1981 

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 3 Attempts to support the reader by establishing a clear context. 
Story is easy to follow. 

2. Text structure  3 A complete story with some detail. Simple complication and 
resolution.  

3. Ideas 3 Ideas show some elaboration (Zac drifting out to sea, detail in 
rescue, doctor visit and outcome). All ideas relate coherently to 
the story. 

4. Character/setting  2 Characters are named (Zac, life guards, doctor*/!Mjgf!hvbsetǃ!
actions are only very sketchy ƿ no indication is given of 
emotional response. 

Simple setting is clear and referred to by date and simple words 
ƿ beach, windy day, shore, huge wave. 

5. Vocabulary 2 Mainly simple words used to describe ƿ floating, fainted, tired, 
huge, windy, a day like this. 

A few precise words: fractured, revived, recovering 

6. Cohesion 2 Repetition of surf, surfing, surfing on in paragraph one and head 
(knocked his head and fractured his head) in paragraph seven is 
clumsy. Uses a small selection of simple connectives ( Later, 
when). 

7. Paragraphing 1 Simple breaks to mark time changes and new ideas. 

8. Sentence structure  3 Most simple and compound sentences are correct, with enough 
correct complex sentences for this category, e.g. in paragraphs 
4 and 5. Other attempts at complex sentences are mostly 
incorrect or clumsy, e.g. The wave drifted him out further and 
further till there was no one.; When they got to the doctor he had 
an X-sbz!po!ijt!ifbe!Ǎ<!uif!sftvmut!dbnf!vq!uibu!Ǎ<!cvu!bmm!xbt!
good. 

9. Punctuation  2 Many missing full stops and associated capital letters. Noun 
capitalisation is correct. Some random capitals and comma 
use. Bracket use is incorrect. 

10. Spelling 4 Common correct : named, beach, really, windy, could, there, 
water, surf, later, knocked, closed, wave, floating, fainted, 
asked, happened, results, while, family, time, life, shore, 
esjgufe-!ivhf-!tvsgjoh-!dpvmeoǃu 

Common errors:  tierd, recoving, of (off) , were (where), to (too)  

Difficult correct : board, further, remember, injury, damage 

Difficult errors:  gaurds, fracksed 
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Moving Away 
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Moving Away 
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Moving Away  

For as long as I can remember I have lived in France. Every day I was always 
the same. One day, when mummo won the lottery, it changed...  

It started at school. one day I had come early for band practice, and was 
waiting for my best friend to arrive. When she did, she was looking upset 
and running through the gate. That was a first. Oriane was never in a rush to 
get to school. When she came owfs!up!nf!tif!tbje!ǆBoupofuuf-!zpv!xjmm!
never guess what happened! Your mummo won the lottery and now you are 
npwjoh!up!Bvtusbmjf"Ǉ  

J!xbt!tqffdimftt/!ǆNvnnp!xpo!uif!mpuufsz!boe!tif!jt!npwjoh!vt!up!
Bvtusbmjf"Ǉ!J!uipvhiu/!ǆUijt!jt!ufssjcmf"Ǉ!ǆBozxbz-!zpv!bsf!mfbwjoh!po!Tvoebz"!
Your mummo was telling my mummo that you were moving anyway, but 
now they are going to buy you a surprise so you xpoǃu!gffm!tp!tbe!bcpvu!
mfbwjoh"Ǉ!tbje!Psjbof/!Uif!ebz!qbttfe!tp!rvjdlmz!cfdbvtf!J!xboufe!up!tubz!jg!
France so much.  

When I got home I pretended that moving was news to me. Puppion,  my 
dog, was coming too wich made me feel a bit better.   

So 3 days later we got on the plane to Australia. It was a   boring trip, thats 
all I can say. When we arrived we found it was so hot! We drove for an hour 
and we were at our new home.  

That week was a busy week getting me a new school, un-packing,  etc. But 
2 weeks later was Christmas!  I woke up and walked into my parents room. 
Nz!qbqb!iboefe!nf!b!cmvf!cpy/!ǆPqfo!ju-Ǉ!tbje!nvnnp/!J!mjgufe!uif!mje!boe!
saw 2 plane tickets. They were for the end of this year. I was puzzled until I 
relised!-I can go and visit Oriane for a month! I gave my parents a hug and 
tbje-!ǆuijt!jt!uif!cftu!qsftfou!jo!uif!xipmf!xpsme"Ǉ!Uif!foe/  
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Moving Away 

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 3 An internally consistent story that contains the necessary 
information to follow the story. Does not demonstrate the 
qualitative shift of engagement for category 4.  

2. Text structure  2 Complete but minimal. Story begins by providing some context 
boe!jouspevdjoh!uif!dpnqmjdbujpo;!ǂmjgf!dibohjoh!fwfouǃ. 

Tpnf!ufotjpo!jt!fwjefou!xjui!uif!dibsbdufsǃt!mjgf!cfjoh!dibohfe!
as a result of Mummo winning of the lottery and the unwanted 
move to Australia. This is resolved weakly with the return visit to 
France. 

3. Ideas 3 Development of ideas is related to the storyline of leaving 
France for Australia and reuniting with old school friend.  

4. Character/setting  3 Uif!obssbupsǃt!dibsbdufs!fnfshft!uispvhi!buusjcvujpo!pg!bdujpot!
and feelings about leaving France. Character of Oriane 
identified through actions.  

5. Vocabulary 2 Uses mostly simple words. May include two or three precise 
words or word groups (never in a rush, speechless, puzzled until 
I realised). 

6. Cohesion 3 Controlled use of time connectives to mark the major shifts in 
time ǀ Gps!bt!mpoh!bt!Ǎ-!Fwfszebz!Ǎ!Tp-!uisff!ebzt!mbufs etc. 

Accurate use of pronoun/noun references. Lacks the range and 
sophistication needed for category 4.  

7. Paragraphing 1 Paragraphs indicate broad changes in time and scene. 

8. Sentence structure  4 Most simple, compound and complex sentences are correct. 
Slip with incorrect word ( I wanted to stay if [in] France so much. 
Sentences lack variety, e.g. Xifo!tif!eje!Ǎ<!Xifo!J!hpu!ipnf!Ǎ;!
Xifo!xf!bssjwfe!Ǎ!etc., and the use of and to join clauses. 

9. Punctuation  4 All sentence punctuation is correct, except for one sentence 
within dialogue. Mostly correct use of a range of other 
punctuation, e.g. speech, commas between phrases and 
clauses, and apostrophes of contraction and possession 
(errors: thats, parents).  

10. Spelling 4 Common correct:  lived, always, same, changed, started, school, 
early, waiting, friend, arrive/d, running, looking, upset, through, 
gate, first, never, came, said, happened, moving, etc 

Common error:  wich 

Difficult correct: remember, practice, guess, lottery, speechless, 
terrible, surprise 

Difficult error:  relised 
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Space Tour 
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Space Tour 
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Space Tour  

Uǃxbt!uif!ebz!pg!xfeoftebz!boe!bmm!pg  8a was waiting anxiously at the 
space  bus station. Mrs Hoverdoff had planned an excursion for 8a to go to 
outer space to have an understanding of space. They had planned to see 
Robot city and the Galaxy spot.  

8a wondered what type of bus would they be taking when then a masive RV 
qvmmfe!vq/!Uif!dmbtt!hpu!poup!uif!ǆCvtǇ!fydjufemz!cvu!ofswpvt!bu!uif!tbnf!
time. The bus took off and the class and I started seeing bright shing stars 
swirled  in dark thickness. All of a sudden I felt a rumble! The RV (bus) was 
sucked into a BLACKHOLE!!  

The next second we landed with a thump. I and the rest of the class piled of 
the bus and found ourselves looking at ROBOT CITY! The sights were weird 
but wonderful. It looked just like I imagined the future to look like. Next 
thing Mrs Hoverdoff was puttin g us in pairs to look at the strang land.  

As soon as we turned the corner we found ourselves being whirled into an 
exotic place! The galaxy spot. All around us was large telescopes. I took a 
peep into one and found my self looking at Saturn and then  PLuto. Mrs 
Hoverdoff whipped us all away from t he telescopes and into a trans porter.  

Next moment we found our selves in our classroom.   

Going on this excursion was a great experience and I would love to do it 
again sometime.  
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Space Tour 

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 4 Context established. Begins to engage the audience by trying to 
introduce some emotion (excitement, surprise, wonder).  

2. Text structure  1 Recount with no complication. The black hole at first appears to 
be a problem but turns out to be only the method by which the 
bus travels. 

3. Ideas 3 Ideas have some development and relate coherently to the 
storyline. 

4. Character/setting  2 Characters are only named.   

Description of setting is minimal: Strange land, bright shining 
stars, dark thickness. 

5. Vocabulary 3 Precise words: anxiously, massive RV, weird but wonderful, 
imagined the future to look like, whirled to an exotic place, 
telescopes, transporter 

Dark thickness is not very successful. The words do not 
sufficiently enhance the mood or meaning.  

6. Cohesion 3 Meaning is clear. Cohesion is sufficiently sustained for a 
score of 3. 

7. Paragraphing 1 Paragraphing is logical. 

8. Sentence structure  4 Most sentences are correct and meaning is clear. Some errors 
are evident: Ǎ!xibu!uzqf!pg!cvt!would they be taking when then a 
nbttjwf!SW!Ǎ!<!I boe!uif!sftu!pg!uif!dmbtt!Ǎ!<!Bmm!bspvoe!vt!was 
large telescopes. 

9. Punctuation  3 Sentence punctuation is correct. Not sufficient demonstration 
of other punctuation for category 4 (use of quotation marks and 
brackets for bus). There is an incorrect apostrophe for 
contraction (Uǃxbt) and inconsistent capitalisation of galaxy 
spot/Galaxy spot. 

10. Spelling 5 Common correct : Wednesday, around, waiting, station, planned, 
understanding, sudden, rumble, bright, swirled, sucked, space, 
robot, second, found, taking, corner, again, whipped, transporter 

Common error: strang 

Difficult correct : telescopes, Saturn, wonderful, excursion, 
anxiously, imagined, nervous, exotic, experience, galaxy, 
excitedly, wondered 

Difficult error : masive 

Common word off  spelt correctly and incorrectly ( of) 
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Gambat  

I had always wanted to travel but I had never thought of a place to go. As I 
sat there thinking I remembered a place my dad had told me about when I 
was little, a place of wonder and beauty it was then I decided to go to 
Gambat.   

I was all ready to leave when I thought how do I get there? I tried to 
remember what my dad said, but then I remembered that the day he left he 
upme!nf!if!xbt!hpjoh!up!gmz!xjui!b!dmpve!pg!tnplf/!J!ejeoǃu!uijol!nvdi!pg!ju!
voujm!if!ofwfs!dbnf!cbdl-!ǆNbzcf!if!jt!tujmm!bu!HbncbuǇ!J!uipvhiu/!Uifo!J!
xbmlfe!pvutjef!boe!tbje!up!uif!ujdlfut!ǆJ!xbou!up!hp!up!Hbncbu!ublf!nf on a 
dmpve!pg!tnplf"Ǉ!Tveefomz!J!xbt!fohvmgfe!cz!b!dmpve!pg!tnplf-!J!gfmu!nz!
gffu!mjgu!pgg!uif!hspvoe!bt!J!sjtfe!vq!joup!uif!dmpvet/!Ju!ejeoǃu!ublf!uibu!mpoh!
for me to arrive at Gambat but when I got there it felt like forever.  

I stared in awe at the beauty there was a group of animals sitting by a 
crystal pond I slowly approached them while looking around there were 
trees of the utter most beauty and flowers bloomed everywhere. As I got 
closer to the animals they turned around and greeted me there was no 
hesitation. I looked at this one animal, a majestic lion, he seemed to be the 
mfbefs!ǆEp!zpv!lopx!nz!gbuifs@Ǉ!J!tbje-!ǆIjt!obnf!jt!Tufwf-Ǉ!bmm!pg!b!tveefo!
the animals all froze, the lion informed me that Steve had tried to take over 
Gambat and know he lived on the other side of the forest. The lion offered 
to take me too him but would not stay, reluctantly I accepted. As we 
bqqspbdife!nz!gbuifst!ofx!ipnf!J!dpvmeoǃu!cfmjfwf!ju/!Ju!xbt!opu!b!qmbdf!pg!
beauty, just an old hut. He came out and the lion ran away.  

He came up to me and instead of hugging me he stole my ticket and ran off, 
I walked back crying until i saw the lion had the ticket and had caught my 
father. I said thanks and left as quickly as i could. No one but my Aunt and 
Uncle believed me, but i thinks thats better.   
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Gambat 

Criterion  Score Annotations  

1. Audience 4 Supports the reader by developing and subverting reader 
expectation of father ƿchild relationship and happy ending. 

2. Text structure  3 Complete story with adequate conclusion. Orientates the reader 
cz!esbxjoh!joup!uif!dibsbdufsǃt!uipvhiut/!Csjfg!fqjtpeft!cvjme!up!
a climax. 

3. Ideas 4 Uif!ejtdpwfsz!pg!uif!gbuifsǃt!usvf!dibsbdufs!jt!bo!joufsftujoh!
uxjtu!jo!xibu!jojujbmmz!bqqfbst!up!cf!b!gbjsmz!psejobsz!ǂrvftuǃ!tupsz/!
Elaborated ideas contribute effectively to the story.  

4. Character/setting  3 Gbuifsǃt!boe!dijmeǃt!dibsbdufst!fnfshf!uispvhi!eftdsjqujpo/ 

5. Vocabulary 4 Many precise words and phrases: 

engulfed, it felt like forever, I stared in awe at the beauty,  sitting 
by a crystal pond, slowly approached, no hesitation,  the animals 
froze, reluctantly I accepted. 

error: utter most beauty 

6. Cohesion 3 Meaning is clear and text flows well. Cohesive devices are 
used to support reader understanding. Good pronoun 
referencing and word associations: place/Gambat; 
wanted/thought; decided/remembered/believed.  

7. Paragraphing 1 Paragraphs show a change of action/ scene.  
(Paragraphing is indicated by forward slashes in handwritten 
text.) 

8. Sentence structure  4 Simple, compound and complex sentences are generally 
correct, with a single error in rised. I thinks in the last sentence 
is excused as a typo. Most sentences begin with a pronoun:   

I, He, It 

9. Punctuation  2 Although there is evidence of quotation marks used correctly, 
most sentences are not punctuated correctly (missing full 
stops or commas used in place of full stops). The text is hard 
to read because of this. 

10. Spelling 5 Common correct : travel, thought, cloud, arrive, suddenly, 
bloomed, leader, closer, offered, would, stole, ticket, wanted, 
caught 

Common error: know (now) 

Difficult correct : remember/ed, wondering, awe, engulfed, 
decided, crystal, hesitation, majestic, beauty, accepted, 
approached, reluctantly 
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Best friends  
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